
State Legislation: Education 
Licensure

T he Model Education Licensure Code provides three model bills to reform education schools 
and the education licensure process—the Education Licensure Nondiscrimination Act, the 
Education Licensure Review Act, and the Education Licensure Certificate Act. Education 

reformers must include education schools and education licensure in their reform agenda, because 
radical activists use education schools and licensure requirements as their central means to gain pow-
er over America’s classrooms. These three reforms together will work to make it possible for a new 
generation of liberty-minded teachers to enter the classroom—teachers who will support education 
reform policy with a good heart.

Education Licensure Nondiscrimination Act
The Education Licensure Nondiscrimination Act provides a comprehensive solution to the polit-

icization of state education requirements by depoliticizing education licensure requirements; depo-
liticizing materials for education licensure and professional development; requiring transparency for 
materials for education licensure and professional development; preventing State Boards of Education 
from applying for funds from external organizations that tie funding to politicization; preventing polit-
icized external funding for education licensure and professional development; preventing approval of 
politicized education schools and departments; preventing alignment with politicized external educa-
tion standards; and preventing group-identity discrimination in education licensure. We have carefully 
written this model language to respect the First Amendment—to bar the inculcation of politicized 
beliefs and pedagogies, not the free discussion of their existence.

Education Licensure Review Act
The Education Licensure Legislative Review Act requires all existing education licensure require-

ments, and all forthcoming revisions, to be submitted to the state legislature and the governor for 
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review and possible veto. State policymakers ought to be able to review and veto state education cer-
tification criteria—and state education department bureaucrats will act in a more responsible fashion 
when they know that state policymakers have the possibility to veto their work.

Education Licensure Certificate Act
The Education Licensure Certificate Act creates a new, simplified education licensure pathway, 

which requires students to take a number of undergraduate courses, focused on subject matter con-
tent, as well as a standardized test focused on subject matter content—and no other requirements, 
such as an undergraduate degree or an education major. The Act then establishes temporary or pro-
visional certificates for candidates who are still taking these courses and certificates of Professional 
Mastery for candidates who have taken further courses and tests focused on subject matter content. 
To facilitate access to this licensure pathway, the Act directs the State Board of Education to include 
as many courses as possible that are also components of the Core Transfer Curriculum. The Act finally 
forbids the State Board from including politicized requirements such as discriminatory concepts or 
service-learning.

Read more at https://www.nas.org/policy/model-education-licensure-code.


